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Description of Twenty New Species of Buprestidcc, belong-

ing to the gemis Stigmodera, from the Northern parts of

Australia^ by William MacLeay, Jun., Esq., M.L. A.

[Ecad 1st September, 1862.]

The genus Stigmodera of Eschscholtz, though not enth-ely

Australian, contains comparatively but few foreign sj^ecies, and

these I believe exclusively South American ; Avhile the number of

those of New Holland may almost be said to be endless.

About one hundred and twenty species have already been

described from this country ; and it is rare indeed to find a

collection, however small, of Sydney Insects which does not con-

tain new species.

In the following paper I have described 20 species from Port

Denison and other northern parts of the country, all of which are

quite new to collections.

1.

—

Stigmodera fulviventris.

Cupreo-aonea, capitelongitudinaliter impresso, thoracc punctato,

scutello jeneo, elytris flavis striatis striis punctatis lateribus

postice serratis apice bidentatis sutura ad basin macula

utrinque quadrata fascia pone medium lata apiceque cyaneis,

corpore subtus puuctato parce pubescente, ventre fulvo.

Long. 8 lin., lat. 3 lin.

Hab. Port Denison.

The head is brassy, and closely covered with punctures ; the

antennae are of the same hue, with the exception of the peduncle

of the first joint, which is red. The thorax, which is also brassy,

with a coppery tinge, is covered with close fine punctures, except-

ing the basal part of the medial dorsal line ;
the scutellum is

brassy, with a few very small punctures in the centre. The

elytra are yellow, rather deeply striated, and covered with punc-

tures ; the sides for some distance from the apex are finely serrated,

and the apex itself is minutely bidentated. The suture for nearly

a fourth of its length from the scutellum is blue, and on each side

there is a square spot of the same color. A post-medial, and an

apical fascia joined together at the literal margins, are also blue.
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The under surface and legs are brassy, witli the exception of the

belly, which is fulvoas ; the whole is punctate, and sparingly

covered with a very short white pubescence.

2.

—

Stigmodera violacea.

^neo-violacea, capite profundc canaliculate, thorace punctate

linea dorsali plagaque basali utrinque la3vibus, scutello

jBueo, elytris punctato-sulcatis postice unidentatis macula

rotundata utrinque prope scatellum linea humerali fascitx-

que media subapicalique flavis.

Long. 7| liu., lat. 2f lin.

Hab. Port Denison.

The whole insect is of a purplish brassy hue, the head is

punctured, and deeply cleft in the middle ; the thorax is closely

punctured all over, with the excej)tion of a narrow medial line,

which is somewhat impressed near the base, and a small, some-

what triangular patch resting on the base on each side, about

half-way between the dorsal line and the lateral margins ; the

scutellum is smooth and shining, the elytra are sulcate, or deeply

striate, and punctured all over ; the apex is unidentated with a

small oblique truncation towards the suture. There is a round

yellow spot at the base, on each side of the suture, and a short

marginal posthumeral vitta of the same colour, two fascias extend-

ing from the sides to within a short distance of the sutm-e, one

medial, the other subapical are also yellow. The under surface,

which is of the same color as the upper, only more brilliant, is

punctured and clothed with a thin, short, white pubescence.

3.

—

Stigmodeea rufipes.

Nigro-aenea, capite flavo-lineato, thorace punctate lateribus

maculaque basali media parva la3vi flavis, elytris flavis striato-

punctatis postice unidentatis macula humerali semicirculari

basi sutura fascia media apiceque nigro-violaceis, corpore

subtus flavo segmentoi'um abdominalium marginibus pos-

ticis maculisque lateralibus viridibus, femoribus i*ufis, tarsis

cyaneis.

Long., 5| lin., lat. 2 lin.

Hab. Port Denison.

The head, which is of a brassy black, is punctured, and the



24 DESCRIPTION OF NKWI'.UPRP^STID.l".,

lougiludinal impression betweeu the eyes, so usual in the genus,

seems in this species to be tilled up with a yellow mass ; the

antennae are blue, the thorax which is also of a brassy black, is

punctured very finely, the dorsal line is smooth, and yellow

towards the base, the sides are also yellow, as is a small part of

the anterior margin near the anterior angle ;
the posterior angles

are slightly tipped with black, the yellow margin also widens

gradually towards the base. The elytra are yellow, and striato-

punctate, rather broadly truncated, with a minute tooth at the

external angle of the truncature, on each side behind the shoulder,

there is a long semicircular spot of a violet black, a narrow basal

margin, the suture, the apex, and a post-medial fascia are of the

same colour ; the sutural vitta swells out into a lozenge shaped

spot, immediately behind the scutellum, and the dark apical por-

tion is one-fourth of the whole length of the elytra. The under

surface is mostly yellow, the sides of the mesosterum and abdo-

minal segments are spotted with green, and the hinder margin of

these last are of the same colour ; the thighs are red ; the tibige

blue and red ; the tai'si blue.

4. Stigmodera biguttata.

Miniata, capite nigro-eeneo late impresso, thorace subtiliter

punctato disco nigro-teneo, elytris striatis punctatis

macula basali triangulari guttis duabus apiceque nigro-

cyaneis, corpore subtus chalybeo.

Long. 5| lin., lat. 2 lin.

Hab. Port Denison.

The head is brassy black, and punctured, a broad impression

extends along the face from near the vertex ; the antennae are

blue ; the thorax, which is very finely punctured, has a rounded

transverse gibbosity in the centre, as in 8. yilbosa, though not

to such an extent ; the centre of the thorax is of a brassy black,

broadly margined laterally with red ; the elytra are of aminiatous

red, striated and punctui'ed, towards the apex rounded and

serrated with two very minute approximate dentations at the

sutural angles, a large triangular almost black patch extends

from the base to the middle of the elytra , a small spot a little

behind the middle of each elytra, and the apex, are of the same

hue. The whole under surface is of a brilliant steel blue.
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5. StIGMODERA STRAMINEA.

Olivaceo-senea capite late impresso,- thorace crebre puuctato,

scutello parvo punctato, elytris stramineis striato-punctatis

striis geminatis impressis postice sub-bidentatis macula

parva lateral! pone medium apiceque nigro-violaceis, ventre

flavo.

Long. 6 lin., lat 2j lin.

Hab. Port Denison.

The head and thorax are of a brilliant golden olive, the

former is punctured, and has a broad but not very deep frontal

impression ; the latter is thickly punctured and presents a some-

what granulated appearance ; there is a deepish impression on

the basal part of the dorsal line near the scutellura, the scutellum

itself is small, and has a few punctures in the middle ; the elytra

are of a pale straw colour, striato-punctate, (the strise appearing

to run in pairs) and rounded towards the apex, which is indistinctly

bidentated, the two indistinct dentations being very close together
;

a narrow dark coloured beading occupies the basal margin of the

elytra, the tips are of a violet black, as are also two small lateral

spots, one on each side, behind the middle. The under surface is

more brilliant then the upper, the belly excepted, which is of a

reddish yellow.

6. StIGMODERA CINNAMOMEA.

Viridi-tenea capite profunde impresso, thorace punctato, scutello

viridi disco punctato, elytris punctatis striatis cinnamomeis

apice nigris postice serratis, ventre flavo.

Long. 7 lin., lat. 2| lin.

Hab. Port Denison.

Head and thorax brassy green, the former finely punctured and

with the face rather deeply cleft, the throax is densely punctured,

the dorsal line is indistinct with a slight impression at the base,

the scutellum is green with a few punctures in the middle. The

elytra are of a cinnamon colour, with the apex black ; they are

closely and deeply striated and covered with punctures, the

lateral margins for some distance from the apex are serrated.

The legs and whole under surface with tlie exception of the belly,

which is yellow, are of a brilliant brassy green.

D
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7.

—

Stigmodera gibbosa.

^neo-viridis capite late impresso, thorace gibbo punctato

sanguineo maculis duabus semicircularibus discalibus viridi-

bus, scutello viridi-£eneo medio impresso, elytris postice

bidentatis striato-punctatis flavis extus subsanguineis

liumeris guttula discali gutta laterali macula suturali

subapicali apiceque extreme viridibus, ventre sanguineo.

Long. 5 lin.jlat. 2 lin.

Hab. Port Denison.

Head dark brassy green, pointed, broadly impressed in front

and punctured ; thorax deep blood red, with two green semicir-

cular spots in the centre, it is elevated gradually across the middle

and is covered with punctures, the scutellum, which is green, has a

few punctures or impressions in the middle. The elytra are striated

punctated, and yellow, with a blood-red lateral and apical margin

;

the basal margin, the shoalders, a small spot near the centre,

a larger one near the side and behind the centre, and another on

the suture near the apex, and the extreme point of the apex are

green ; two teeth terminate each elytron, the exterior one longest.

The legs mesothorax and metathorax are green, the remainder of

the under surface is sanguineous.

8.

—

Stigmodera carinata.

Nigro-senea capite late impresso, thorace subtiliter punctato

dorso subcanaliculato, elytris ad suturam carinatis striatis

punctatis I'ufis subsericeis sutura fasciis duabus apiceque

nigro-cyaneis, corpore subtus viridi pubesceute.

Long. 5| lin., lat. 2j lin.

Hab. Port Denison.

Brassy black ; the head punctured ; the frontal impression

broad but not deep ; the thorax is densely covered with fine

punctures ; the dorsal is line slightly but distinctly canaliculate
;

the scutellum is rather deeply impressed in the middle. The

elytra are punctate and striated with a distinct elevated line on

each side near the suture, they are of a silky dark red colour,

with the suture, two fascias, and the apex dark blue, the latter

part is rounded and almost without a trace of dentation. The

whole under surface is green, thinly clothed with a short white

pubescence.
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9. SriGMODERA VIRIDIVENTRIS.

Viridi-fenea capite late impresso, thorace postice sinuato

subtiliter punctato linea dorsali postice profunde impresso,

elytris puiictatis sulcatis rufis apice nigris, corpora subtus

viridi.

Long. 4 J lin., lat. 1| lin.

Hab. Port Denison.

Brassy green, the head is punctured with the frontal impres-

sion broad and rather deep, the thorax is rather deeply sinuated

at the base, and is finely punctured, the dorsal canal is distinct

and deeply impressed towards the scutellum, wliich is punctured

all over. The elytra are punctate, deeply striated, and

bidentated at the apex, which is black, while the rest of the elytra

is red. The whole under surface is of an uniform brilliant green.

10.

—

Stigmodbra nigriventris.

Nigra capite nigro-oeneo canaliculato, thorace subtilter punctato,

elytris postice bidentatis punctatis striatis testaceis apice

late nigris.

Long. 5 lin., lat. 2 lin.

Hab. Port Denison.

Black, the head somewhat brassy with the frontal impression

small and canaliculate ; the thorax is densely and finely punctured

the dorsal line is indistinctly marked. The scutellum is small

and punctured ; the elytra, which are of a red color with the apical

third black, are punctate, striated, and broadly bidentated at the

apex. The whole under surface is of a shining black.

11.

—

Stigmodera strigata.

Viridi-aenea capite late impresso, thorace punctulato, elytris

striato-punctatis luteis fascia angusta pone medium apiceque

viridibus, corpore subtus viridi ventre subpurpureo.

Long. 6 lin., lat. 2j lin.

Hab. Port Denison.

Head and thorax brassy and punctured, the former broadly

impressed in front, the scutellum is also brassy and punctured.

The elytra are striato-punctate and of a reddish yellow colour,

with a very narrow basal marginal band, a narrow fascia behind

the middle and the apex bluish gi^een
;

for some distance from
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the apex the sides at^e indistinctly serrated, and there is a small

notch at the sutural angle which may be considered to form a

minute bidentation. The legs and whole under surface are green,

with the exception of the belly which is of a purplish yellow.

12.

—

Stigmodera quadeiguttata.

Nigro-JBuea capite canaliculato, thorace subtiliter punctato linea

dorsali impresso, elytris postice bidentatis subtiliter puncta-

tis sulcatis testaceis guttis duabus lateralibus apiceque

nigris.

Long. 4 lin., lat. 1\ lin.

Hab. Port Denison.

The head, thorax, and scutellum are of a brassy black hue,

the first of these is canaliculate in front and punctured, the thorax

is finely puuc' iired with the dorsal line distinctly impressed, the

scutellum is also impressed. The elytra are finely punctured,

deeply striated, and of a testaceous colour with two small round

black spots on each lateral margin, (one a little before, the other

a little behind the middle) ; the apex is also black and is bidenta-

ted, the dentations are at the sutural angle and rather close

together, the exterior one is the longest.

The under surface is of an uniform brassy black with a little

short whitish pubescence.

13.

—

Stigmodera trigdttata.

^ueo-viridis capite profunde impresso, thorace punctato postice

in medio impresso, elytris postice bidentatis punctatis

striatis testaceis macula suturali pone medium guttula

utrinque apiceque nigris.

Long. 3| lin., lat. 1^ lin.

Hab. Port Denisoa.

The head and thorax are of a brilliant metallic green, and

closely punctured ; the former has the face deeply and broadly

impressed, the latter has the dorsal line deeply marked near the

base; the scutellum is also punctured, impressed, and of a green

colour. The elytra, wliich are bidentated at the apex much in

the same way as in the last species, are punctured, striated, and of

a testaceous colour, with a spot on the suture about one-third

from the apex, a small spot on each side, and the apex black.

The under surface is entirely green.
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14.

—

Stigmodeea sexguttata.

^neo-viridis capite late impresso, thorace subtilissime punc-

tate, elytris punctatis striatis flavis sutura guttisque duabus

sutaralibus a3neo-viridibus guttis duabus lateralibus nigris.

Long. 3 lin., lat. 1 lin.

Hab. Port Denisou.

The head and thorax are of a brilliant metallic green, and

very finely punctured, the former with the face broadly impi-essed
;

the scutellum is also green, and punctured. The elytra, which

are scarcely bidentated at the apex, are punctato-striate, and of a

yellow colour, with the suture and two spots on the suture, one

behind the middle the other apical, of a brilliant green ; and two

small marginal black spots, one a little behind the shoulder, the

other behind the middle. The under surface is bright green, and

slightly pubescent.

15.

—

Stigmodeea trtcarinata.

Aurantia capite bimaculato fronte impresso, thorace punctato

medio postice depresso subcarinato vitta media guttisque

duabus utrinque nigris, elytris punctatis tricarinatis postice

unidentatis sutura postice apiceque nigro-cyaneis, meso-

thorace metathorace ventreque subtus cyaneis, femoribus

anticis ad basin flavis.

Long. 7 lin., lat. 2| lin.

Hab. Rockhampton.

The upper surface is orange coloured ; the head is punctured

with a deep impression, and a black spot in the middle of the

face, there is also a black spot on the top of the head ; the

antennse are black. The thorax is closely and minutely punctured
;

the medial dorsal line is broadly depressed, particularly towards

the base, and is finely cai'inated in the centre, there is also a well

marked impression near the posterior angles, a black vitta

occupies the centre, with a small round spot on each side near the

middle, and another on and almost below the lateral margin.

The scutellum is impressed and punctured. The elytra are punc-

tured, and have three elevated ridges extending along their

whole length, one near the suture, the second taking its rise from

the same place at the base, and running parallel to and near the

first ; and tlie third about lialf-way between the second and tli©
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lateral margin, which is also a little elevated, the interstice

between the fii\st and second ridges is occupied by another towards

the apex ; there is a deep excavation at the humeral angle on

each side ; the apex is so slightly notched, as to give the appear-

ance of only one tooth ; the hinder part of the suture and the apex

are of a bluish black. The whole under surface is blue, with

the exception of the prothorax, and anterior thighs, which are

orange coloured.

16. StIGMODERA PLAVO-SICtNATA.

Nigro-viridis capite punctato late impresso, thorace punctato

flavo macula magna tridentata transversali basique nigro-

viridibus, elytris striatis subtiliter punctatis fascia media

obliqua striga subapicali lateribusque antice flavis, corpore

subtus flavo maculis lateralibus segmentisque abdominalibus

antice cyaneis.

Long. 7 lin., lat. 2^ lin.

Hab. Rockhampton.

Dark green and but slightly brassy, the head is punctui'ed

and broadly impressed in front, the thorax is also punctured, but

finely, its colour is yellow with a broad transverse patch of dark

green near the apical margin, and apparently extending to the

margin in the centre, the patch is straight in front and trilobate

behind, the basal margin is dark green, there is a deepish depres-

sion in the centre at the base, which extends over the scutellum.

The elytra, which are dark green, have two narrow fascias and the

lateral margins as far as the hinder fascia yellow ; the first of

these fascias is about the middle and slopes forward on each side

towards the suture forming a kind of flat arch, the other fascia is

near the apex, is still narrower and forms a sort of reversed

arch. The elytra are closely punctured all over, striated, and

rounded at the apex. The under surface is yellow with the

exception of the head. The legs and some spots on the body and

the anterior margins of the abdominal segments which are dark

green, are black.

17.

—

Stigmodera vitticollis.

Testacea capite punctato viridi-teneo, thorace subtilissirae

punctato basi utrinque emarginato vitta media nigra, elytris

punctulatis striatis postice bidentatis ad humerum lobatis
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rugosis indeque punctorum liueis duabus ad apicem extensis

margine basali fascia posimediali apiceque nigro-cyaneis,

corpore subtus nigro-viridi, abdominis lateralibus apiceque

flavis.

Long. 18 lin., lat. 7 lin.

Hab. Port Denison.

Tlie head is of a dark brassy green, punctured, and but

slightly depressed in the middle ; the thorax is testaceous, finely

punctured with a broad black central dorsal vitta, spreading out

at the base, and an excised looking emargination at the base on

each side of it. The scutellum is small, with a deep impression

in the centre. The elytra are marked with 10 distinct strise finely

punctured ; at the base are two rather pointed lobes fitting into

the emarginations at the base of the thorax ; there is a coarsely

punctured and somewhat rugose patch near each shoulder, from

which proceed two rows of coarse punctures, the outer reaching

the apex, the other about two-thirds of the length of the elytra,

the apex is broadly bidentated and almost truncated. In colour,

the elytra are testaceous, with a very narrow basal fascia, a broad

medial fascia, and the apex blue. The body beneath is dark

green with the exception of the sides of the prothorax, a patch

on the metathorax, and the apical segments of the abdomen and

the sides of the others, which are yellow.

18.

—

Stigmodera excisicollis.

^neo-viridis capite punctato canaliculato, thorace punctulato

dorso subcanaliculato basi utrinque exciso, elytris striato-

punctatis liavis apice subsanguineis bidentatis punctorum

rugosorum linea ab humeris extensa margine basali sutura-

que ad apicem cyaneis.

Long. 12 lin., lat. 41 lin.

Hab. Port Denison.

The whole upper and under surface, with the exception of the

elytra, are of a brilliant metalUc green ; the head is punctured and

canaliculated, the thorax is finely punctured, the dorsal line is not

distinctly marked, and the base on each side of the central line is

excised or acutely emarginated. The elytra are striated and finely

punctured, a row of coarse rugose punctures extends from the

shoulders down the middle of each elytron to the apex, which is
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acutely bideutated, they are of yellow colour verging on sanguine-

ous near the apex, with a very narrow basal margin and the

apical portion of the su.ture blue.

19. —StIGMODEKA M.\('U1,IVENTRIS.

Nigra capite puuctato flavo-hirto, thorace punctato linea

dorsali It^vi basi utrinque impresso, elytris punctatis striatis

ad humerum subrugosis postice rotundatis flavis sutura

macula suturali pone scufcellam fascia postraediah apiceque

nigro-cyaucis, corpore subtus nigro-ieneo ventre flavo-

maculato.

Long. 11 liu., lat. 4 lin.

Hab. Rockhampton.

The head and thorax are of a deep bluish black and punctured,

the former with the forehead almost flat and covered with yellow-

ish pubescence, the base of the thorax is slightly excised near the

posterior angles. The elytra are striated, punctured, and of a

yellow colour, verging upon sanguineous towards the apex, with a

spot on the suture behind the scutellum, a broadish fascia imme-

diately behind the middle, and an apical patch, of a dark blue
;

there is no vestige of dentation at the apex. The under surface

is of a dark brassy green, with spots of yellow on the sides of all

the abdominal segments, and on the middle of the two terminal

ones.

20.

—

StIGMODEIU IMPRESSICOLLIS.

Nigra capite profunda canaliculato, thorace punctato linea dor-

sali antice posticeque profunda impresso foveola utrinque

magna, elytris punctatis costatis testaceis sutura fere ad

apicem nigra.

Long. 5 lin., lat. 2 lin.

Hab. Manning River.

The head and thorax are of a brassy black and punctured, the

former deeply impressed in the centre, the latter with very large

deep impressions at the apical and basal portions of the central

dorsal line and with two others larger and rounder, one on each

side near the basal angles. The elytra are sulcated, the intersti-

ces, five in number, are pi'ominent ; the sulci are punctured. The

colour is of a dull red with the suture black to within a very

short distance of the apex.


